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Fett. 


ot too great Liberty. 

Ea erever there is fo great a concourfe 
of People, you mutt expect there will be Folks 
of all Religions and of none at all. "Tis poflible 
there may be among others, fome of your 
True-Proteftant Adamites, but while they are 
{o modeft as not to cxercife their Gifts pub- 
lickly, but-within their {cveral Apartments, 
what Js it to you or I 2 

Jet. True. But I am fure when I was there 
about a Year or two-ago, a Seditious Conven- 
ticle was openly held every Sunday and Wed- 
nefday there at one Yowel’s in. the Lane that 
leads to the Church ; patling by there I could 
not chufe but take Notice of a Crowd of People 
about the Door of the Houle, where was a 
Fellow Railing extreamly ( though without a 
dram of fenfe or coherence ) againit Antichrift, 
which the Phanaticks call, Preaching down 
Popery. ‘ Ah my Beloved, ( fayshe) fhun 
“ the Embraces of the Whore of Babyln ; and 
then raifing his Voice yet higher, ** Shun the 
** Embraces, ( fays he,) of that Polluted 
“ Whore, é&c. AndI am told that Conventicle 
is kept ftill without the leaft difturbance. 

Earn. Thefe Conyenticles are very andacious 
the while, for, as they order their matters, it 
{eens to me that the Notoriety of Fact without 
other Information, lays {uch an Obligation 
upon the Neighbouring Juftices of the Peace to 
go and Difperfe and Convi& ’em, ec. as the 
Conventiclers ought to fear.Bur {uppofing them 

to think otherwife, and to believe withal 

“that no body will inform againft ‘em, yet 
they can hardly promife themfelves fo good 
luck as not to be one time or other taken 
Notice of by fome Juftice of the Peace of the 
County, in his pafling that way to the Parith 
Church. 

Jett. I was going to tell ye, That while that 
fame Holder-forth was Exercifing his Lungs, a 
Coach wagging gently up the To I.wook 
Notice of one in it whom I had.been formerly 
told was a Squire of that Town, and him I 
fancied to be a quite of Peace ; the Coach 
{topping at the Conventicle door, thought I, 


Ather let us go to Barnet then, for 
RK Epfome, in my opinion is a place 
ra. W 


Wo be to thefe People ; for the Squire had a 
good jolly Briffol kind of a Countenance. But 





in the main I was never more deceiv’d in 
my Life; The Coach-man alights, lets me 
out a Gentleman and his Lady 3 Your Servant 
Mr. Stevens, fays the Squire ; whoI remember 
call’d the tleman by that Name; and to 
his Lady fays he, Madam your bumble Servant, 
Tle ftop again and take you up as come back from 
Church, or fend my Coach for ye. At which the 
Gentleman makes a Conge, and the Lady drops 
a Curtfie, and fo both to the Conventicle and 
the Squire to Church, and there wasall. Thefe 
Civilities were repeated all the Summer, but 
the Gentleman enjoying a beneficial Office, is 
now, I think, become able to keep a Coach 
himfelf. 

Earn. Well, if your Squire was a Juftice of 
Peace of that County, let me tell ye, he fhew’d 
hinsfelf a very moderate one. 

I f The Phanaticks will tell ye that he 
might chufe whether he would believe there 
was a Conventicle there. 

Earn. "Tis in no mans power to believe other- 
wile than he {ees caufe. 

Jet. But fome People are content:'to cheat 
themfelves with a conceit that they ought 
not fo much as to fufpe& any to be guilty of 
a Crime of whofe Innocence there is never fo 
remote a poflibiliry. To which purpolé Ple 
tell ye a Story, An Action was brought by a 
{ingle-woman againft a man for faying the was. 
a Whore, by which as was {fet forth in the 
Declaration, fhe loft her Mardsiage: the De- 
fendant in his Plea averring it to be true, That 
the Plaintiff was a Whore , juftifies the 
{peaking the words; Iffue was taken upon 
that Plea, and the Caufe came to Tryal at an 
Ailizes where twas my hap tobe. The De- 
fendants Council calls me up a plain Country- 
man tq prove the Plaintiff a Whore. Honeft 
Friend, fays he, d’you know this fame Plaintiff 
Bridget? Yes, fays the Witnefs, I have known 
her thefe feven years. Counc. Well, and don't 
you know her tobea Whore> Witn. I won’c 
fay {o for all the World. Coune. You believe 
it though, J prelume; Pray tell my Lord and 


-the Jury what Famailiarities pafled between her 





one ye at the Red-Lyon at Wan. Why 
an’t like your Lordfhip, the was very familiar 
with Jobn—--and beckon’d him to follow her 
up ftairs, which inftantly the did ; and in paffing 
towards 





toWards my Lodgings by the door of a Room, 

where Bridget and Joba werg which door beiug 

indifcreetly OER , A fiw. fobe* with his 
olf 


Breeches downgetambhing t ridgét, and all 
that, an’t like yotrr Loréthips” Goxnc. In plain 
Englifh you found her in the Act of Whoring > 
Wan. Nay, I can’c fay fo; they feem’d very 
loving to.one another, but Joba nodding and 
noddirig to me with "his A~--\to be ‘gone as I 
underftood it, I went’my ways. . But 1 won’t 
take it upon sry -Conicience., that fhe was a 
Whore, the Jury may doas-they pleate. 


Earn. A very tender-confciencd Witnefs! If 


my Life lay upon’t would I defire no other Jury 
than‘a dofen {uch cautious Coxcombs; ‘for fup- 
pote I were indi&ted for killinga man, and it 
thould be proy’d againft me, that I knockt him 
down with fo great force, as that he could ne- 
vergife more from the ground, but was taken 
up dead, fuch a fury would moft certainly 
acquit me of the Faét, becaule pofibly he might 
for all that die fuddenly of an Apopiexy which 
might feize him that very inftanc. 

ft. Ay, or if the Scheme of a Treafonable 

aciation. fiould be found in your private 
Clofer, they’d acquit you of having any hand 
in the matter, becaufe the Fairies, if all be true 
that has been faid-of *em, might pofibly come 
in at the Key-hole of the Clojet-door, form it 
and-teave it there behind ’em. 


Rzrn.. You loyeto be raking inthat Dunghil.. 


Bur you did not tell me, whether the Jury gave 
their Verdit for the Plaintiff or Defeidant in 
that fame Baudy Caute. 

Jet. They were men of Underftanding, and 
knew. well enough that infallible Certainty is 
not to be expected in any fuch Cafe, but a Be- 
lief is ta be given to rational Probabilities. They 

ave it for the Defendant. . And/if infallible 
ertainty. be not, requifite to'a Jury whote 
Verdi& is conclufive,how much lefsto a Grand- 
Jury, who only prepare matters for Trial. 
arn. To them! no more is neceflary than 
Rational Sufpicion, and upon fuch ground they 
ought to prefent, and an honeft Example Ile 
give you of an Effex Grand-Jury, by fome of 
whom it had been: obferv’d of a man that 
liv’d: in the Hundreds, that‘he had - buried ten 
Wives in lefs' than fo many years. “They had 
no. Witnefs againft him of any Art or: Violence 
made ule of to bring ’em to their Ends; but 
they prefented him upon this confideration, that 
it being made a publick bufinefs,either W itnefles 
might come in.or he might be frighted {0 as to 
tell che Truth, which laft happen’d, and the 
man was fer right in his Reputation and tlie 
Countrey clear’d:of their Jealoufie of him, 
which could not-have been done, if the Grand- 
Jury. had expefted: {uch infallible Certainty as 
our Jace Ignoramus’s required. 
Foft.. Bue prethee- howidid the manclear him- 


felf2 though it be not fo pertinent; let's have 
the Story out. , 

_ Eary. “The man was told by thé Bench what 
a hornid,Sin Marder was, and ae if he did 
not aequit himielfoP the Acctlatién by proving 
that his Wives died natural Deaths, they fhould 
fppofe him guilty and proceed accordingly. 
At which.the Fellow being fiurprifed tald ’em 
thar h¢ had obterv’d’ many" men, te \have got 
Efiates by Wives, and he had found too that 
thoic perfons who were born_aad-bred up in 
the Uplatids. feldom or never liv’d long in the 


’ Hundreds, and that he look’d upon it asan ho- 


nefi way of getting an Eftate to marry an Up- 
land-Wife, and bririg her to live ‘ithe Hun- 
dreds, where fhe would foon die; and that this 
had been his Cafe with his ten Wives. 

7 ft. Barto the point again. Have you {een 
how Harry Care ‘has lickt your backfides after 
your Feait; how he has pepper’d your Venifon 
in his laft Courant. He incimarés’ in his litcle 
Witty way. that you werea parcel of moft con- 
remptible Wrerches,Starvelings,Sons of Whor«s, 
Drunkards,threatens ye with Little-caf? and Bride- 
wll, and fays he has known one Ignov'amus Grand~ 
Fury able to buy the whole Society twenty times over. 

Earn. O brave Harry! the Loyal Apprentices 
are very much beholder to him. Itis:iot many 
years fince Harry would have been‘glad of the 
company of the meaneft Prentice there for a 
Pot of Drink, and have proftitured' to hin all 
his Poor-Robin-fofts ; but the Cafeis alterd: And 
yet I cannot {fee any reafon why the beft and 
greateft may not ( as they here did.) condeftend 
to grace fo honeft a delign with their Com- 
pany, but that-the Whigs fear thefe Young 
Royalifts will take fuch heart'as one time or 
other to overturn all their damnable Projects. 

Fett. [believe you was there; how were mat-_ 
ters carried? Has he not reafon ? 

Eara. I was there, and never remember my 
{elf to have feena morc orderly Company, they 
may be a partern of Decency and Sobriety to‘a 
Presbyterian Conventicle; Their joy was no 
other than what became men that Feaft, and 
they fhew’d no greater tranfports than ought to 
be in grateful Youths that receive benefits from 
Princes. I heard indeed thar at Night our En- 
vious Whigs committed fome Extravagancies 
themfelves, which they induftrioufly placed 
upon the feore of the Loyal. 

et. Yes, 1 am credibly told, that one of the 
late defign’d Stewards of the W hig-Featt, (Iinael 
you know was tlie Son of Bondage, and lis Mo- 
thers name was Hggar ) who that. Night having 
more Claret in’s Guts than Guts in’s Brains, with 
two more of the fame Tribe, fought rhe Watch, 
and threamned the Conftable with abufive Lan- 
guage, and caught himby the Collar; and all 


‘this difturbance and more, is charg’d upon the 


Tory-Fealt, as they call ir. 
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